
     First Presbyterian Church of Caledonia 
December 2018 

 

 

  

 

Great Expectations of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love 

Advent – the journey of preparations for Christmas begins.  Our thoughts 

turn to Christmas trees and decorations, of baking and shopping and gift 

wrapping, of party planning and travel plans and time spent with family.  Our 

preparations need to reach beyond just the physical pieces.  We will be 

focusing on Hope, Peace, Joy and Love in our Sunday morning worship 

services, and our hope is that you will carry those thoughts with you 

throughout Advent.   

We need to have expectations of what God has given us because we know 

the significance of the birth of Christ and the life, death and resurrection 

which he experienced here on earth with people just like us.  We need to be 

excited about more than just our decorating and party planning or the birth 

of a baby in a manager – a story that we love.  We need to be excited about 

the meaning of that birth.  We can expect that God will fill us with hope, 

peace, joy and love if we allow him into our lives and that is what God 

expects of us.  God expects us to follow him, to live as his children and he 

expects us to live as people full of hope, peace, joy and love.  

We have worldly expectations through Advent and Christmas, but we need 

to focus on those expectations that will strengthen us spiritually.  We can 

expect God to fulfill his promises to us, for God is faithful to his children.  The 

question we need to ask ourselves is, can we fulfill God’s expectations of us? 

May this season of Advent fill your hearts with great expectations of Hope, 

Peace, Joy and Love, as you seek to fulfill God’s expectations. 

 



 

Season of Advent 

The Rev. Steven Becker will be preaching throughout the 4 weeks of Advent. 
The Sacrament of Communion will be celebrated every week during Advent. 

December 2nd  1st Sunday of Advent - Hope 

Coffee Hour by the Advent Team, celebration of birthdays 

December 9th  2nd Sunday of Advent - Peace 

 Coffee Hour by the Deacons 

December 16th   3rd Sunday of Advent – Joy 

The Sunday School class will participate in leading worship 
Coffee Hour – please bring your favorite Christmas cookie 
to share 

December 23rd   4th Sunday of Advent – Love 

 Coffee Hour by the Advent Team 
 
December 24th  Christmas Eve 

 4PM Worship Service – Rev. Steven Becker 
 11PM Worship Service – Lynn Burdick, CLP 
 
December 30th  1st Sunday of Christmas 

  Worship lead by Lynn Burdick, CLP 

 

 
 

Monday, December 24th 

4 pm– The Rev. Steven Becker 

11 pm – Lynn Burdick, CLP 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  
  

 

Calling ALL Shepherds, Angels 

and Wisemen! 

Living Nativity for the Home Town 

Holiday Parade, Saturday, December 1st, 

Noon. 

The Home Town Holiday Parade 

committee would like to have a Living 

Nativity for the parade.  For Christians, 

the “Holiday” is Christmas, the 

celebration of the birth of our Savior, 

Jesus Christ.  Let’s make sure that Jesus 

has a large following celebrating his birth 

in the parade. 

If you would like to ride on the Living 

Nativity float, please contact Lynn 

Burdick (lsburd14@gmail.com or 538-

2807).  All ages – adults and children - 

are welcome! Please plan to arrive at 

First Presbyterian Church by 11 am to 

put on costumes and load up.    

 

 

 

 

Per Capita 2018 Goal: 

$2200 

We are 86 % of the way there! 

2018 Per Capita: About $31 

($31.26) 

There is still time to pay your 

2018 Per Capita.  

Any amount you pay toward 

your 2018 Per Capita will help 

us recapture our $2200 goal!  

 

 

Joy Offering 

Will be collected on 

Sunday, 

December23 

mailto:lsburd14@gmail.com


Introducing the first in a series of “Did You Know?” 

newsletter articles.  

Did You Know?  

Our church is a welcoming building, open for use for various functions?  Yes I did! 

BUT there are certain procedures we need to follow. 

 Such as? 
 Check the building use calendar to see if the day/time you desire is open. 

 Where do I find this calendar?   
 The wall calendar just inside the doorway to the church office.  
 Another option is to go to our church website caledoniafirstpc.org. You will 

find the calendar on the menu section. 
 Leaving a message on the church office phone or emailing the church office 

are also options.  

 If the time I want is free, what then? 
 Fill out a building use form.  

 Where do I find this form? 
 Once again under the menu hit Media/Documents and then Building Use 

Form. You can fill it out online and hit submit when completed. It will need 
to be approved by Session. 

 You can also call or email the church office. Karen, our church secretary, will 
print one for you. She will send it to you in the mail or leave it for you in the 
church office.  

 What if Karen isn’t in the office? 
 Leave a message on the church phone (585-538-4555) or email Karen 

at caledoniafirstpc@frontiernet.net 
 Remember, Karen is part time and only works 10-12 hours per week. Plan 

ahead and communicate well in advance! 

 How will I know if it has been approved? 
 Session will let Karen know and then she will let you know. 

 Do I always have to fill out a form and ask permission?  
 Yup, you do! 

 Any exceptions? 
 Nope 

http://www.caledoniafirstpc.org/
mailto:caledoniafirstpc@frontiernet.net


 Certain events require fees. (See the building use form if you are curious.)  
 The events/uses that require specific fees are dictated by our building use 

policy and decisions about fees are made by Session.  
 Session’s building use approval will include the decision about fees for that 

event. Karen is only communicating Session’s decision.  

 Why do I need to do all this stuff? 
 So we know who is using our building, as well as when and why. 
 So our housekeeper and groundskeeper are aware and can plan or prepare 

accordingly.  
 So there are no double bookings.  
 So someone can let you in and insure our church is locked after the event.  
 There are sometimes fees to be paid.   
 Plus we are all very polite people! 

And now we know! 

  

    
 

Dec. 1  Becky Roztocil  Dec. 8   Shannon Martin 

Dec. 2  Diana Carson   Dec. 13 Jim Vokes 

Dec. 3  Greg Connor   Dec. 17 Ally Walker 

Dec. 4  Martha Russ   Dec. 18 Althea Howe 

Dec. 5  Mark Schroeder  Dec. 19 Nancy Reinert 

Dec. 6  Roxanne Pangrazio  Dec. 20 Barb Bird 

Dec. 7  Linda Brooks   Dec. 21 E.A. Sears 

 

Birthdays 



  

Good News from Memorial & Endowment 

 
Great accomplishments have been made this summer!  The 
Property Committee has replaced our wind damaged church sign, 
repaired the storm damage to the steeple, and replaced the worn 
out heating and air conditioning units for Fellowship Hall.  In 
addition, the church lawn tractor needed to be replaced.  Hats off 
to Brian Shaffer and his committee for managing the completion of 
these significant enhancements to our church home. 
 
It should be noted that these projects were very costly.  While the 
steeple repair and a portion of the sign replacement were covered 
by our insurance, these projects still cost the church over $19,500.   
 

I am pleased to report that the needed funds were provided by our 
Endowment Fund.  If it were not for our endowment, we would 
have been hard pressed to have been able to afford these much 
needed expenses.   
 
The endowment exists to benefit our church by providing funds for 
new projects, mission support, capital improvement projects, and 
funding for emergency repairs.  The endowment is funded through 
the generosity of our members and friends.   Be a part of our 
future.  Develop your plan to support the endowment through a 
bequest or an outright gift.  Your support of our endowment will 
benefit the church not only for today but for generations to come. 
 



Worship Service Volunteers 

Date Liturgist Ministers of Hospitality Communion Servers 

Dec. 2  Wendy 
Ebersole 

Bea Barber, Connie Loughry 
Lynn Tiede, Martha Weiland 

Bev & Ron Blazejewski 
Lisa & Rhett Clark  

Dec. 9 David 
Ebersole 
 

Barb Bird, Louise Haskins 
Karen Murray, Mary Lynne 
Seifert  

Barb Kleinow 
Mike Stuart 
Shirley & Jay Ward 

Dec. 16 Linda Hill  Amy Burt, Doris Butler 
Don Manley, Mike Stuart   

Val & Greg Connor  
Sally Stoddart 
Mike Stuart 

Dec. 23 Lynn 
Burdick 

Wesley Ebersole, Jean Vokes  
Norma Embling, Janet Flynn  
 

Bev & Ron Blazejewski 
Lisa & Rhett Clark 
 

Dec. 24 

4 p.m. 

 Amy Burt, Doris Butler 
Rebekah & Wesley Ebersole 

Shannon Martin 
Martha Russ 

Dec. 24 

11 p.m. 

 Louise Haskins, Martha Weiland 
Ethel & Tom Perkins 

Lynn & Tom Tided 
Diana & Ivan Carson 

Dec. 30  Bea Barber, Connie Loughry 
Ethel & Tom Perkins 

 

If you are unable to fulfill your above commitment, 

  please find your own replacement. 

 

 

  

 



Sunday School News 

Since mid-October we have been learning about Communion using “Come To The Table 

of Peace”, a Presbyterian resource through Peace & Global Witness. In our November 

newsletter you learned about the first lesson – ‘The Table of Change’.  We collected 

change for the Backpack Project in change buckets we decorated. The following weeks 

we explored ‘The Table of Welcome’, ‘The Table of Grace’, ‘The Table of Peace’ and ‘The 

Table of Love’. Our lessons on Communion culminated with learning more specifically 

about the Sacrament of Communion from Lynn Burdick CRE. Nancy and Janet were 

happy to welcome Lynn to our classroom! Thank You Lynn. During Lent we will explore 

Communion again, with a focus on the Last Supper.  

On Sunday December 2 we move to lessons about Advent. When we move to a new 

liturgical season we always review the church year, and talk about the season we are 

entering. This Advent we will follow along with the Advent’s Teams theme “Hope, 

Peace, Joy, and Love”. On Sunday December 16th we will celebrate JOY by participating 

in worship with readings, music, Advent Wreath Candle lighting and in other ways.  We 

are excited to introduce our Tablecloth of Welcome during worship. Please join us in 

worship on Sunday December 16! 

NO Sunday School:         November 25  ●  December 30   ●  January 6  

Peace and Love  ~  Janet Flynn and Nancy Wiley 

  

Ava Beardsley Myra Beardsley, Teddy Shaffer, 

Jacob Wiley and Mrs. Wiley working on our 

Tablecloth of Welcome. Just God’s creation is 

diverse, God’s Table (The Communion Table) 

welcomes diversity. We learned that God 

welcomes everyone to His Table and we are 

called to welcome everyone around our 

Communion Table. Our tablecloth illustrates 

God’s diverse creation and includes of 

welcome.  

 



SESSION SYNOPSIS 

The Session met for a regular meeting on Tuesday, November 13th and the 

meeting was moderated by Rev. Steven Becker.   

 Treasurer Brenda Beardsley announced that “we are back in the 

black!” 

Thanks go out to all of the crafters, bakers and cooks who 

contributed time, energy and talent to our November 3rd sale – it 

really made a difference. Thanks also to all who made pledges on 

Consecration Sunday. 

 A generous gift has been given to the First Presbyterian Church by 

Mrs. Joyce Peterson & a thank-you letter has been sent.  This 

money is earmarked for improving the sound system in the 

sanctuary. 

 We received a Thank-You card from Sue Wood, the Facilitator of 

the Back Pack ministry, thanking the congregation for all of our 

donations. It was also mentioned that cereal is still needed. 

 It was announced that there will be two Church Services on 

Christmas Eve – one at 4:00 p.m. and one at 11:00 p.m. 

 The Harvest Team will host a “New Year’s Eve” party at Coffee Hour 

on 11/25/18. 

 All Seasonal Team leaders should remember to send this years’ 

reports to Karen ASAP for inclusion in the Annual Report. 

 The Deacons asked for prayers for Barb Kleinow’s son Kevin, Jack 

Rowlinson, Pat Mead, Connie Steedman, Carolyn DeMersman, Liz 

Brooks and Liz Witmer. 

 

 



Celtic Christmas Concert 
An evening of carols, wassails, and tunes from the Celtic holiday tradition 

 

The Christmas Ceilidh Band 

Ben Ford, Kevin Angus, Pat Carey, Paul Gluchowski, Cathy McGrath 
playing Scottish smallpipes, whistles, mandolin, banjo, fiddle, flute, cello, guitar, 

and singing There will be some audience participation! 

Friday, November 30, 7:30 p.m. 

First Presbyterian Church, 3080 Main Street, Caledonia, NY 

Come early and enjoy a pulled pork dinner  
(supported in part by Wegmans) 

One seating only at 6 PM, $9.00, no reservations 

While you’re here, browse the Holiday Gift Shoppe!! 

Reception follows the concert in Fellowship Hall 

We have not received grant funding for this concert.  

Our only support will be your generosity. 

There will be a Freewill offering to help offset the costs of the concert. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Name __________________________________________ 

Phone _________________________________________ 

In Memory 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

In Honor _______________________________________ 

# of Plants _________  X  $ 8 _____________  

 

 

Poinsettia Order 

Form 



-  

 

 

 

 

  

 
The Staff 

  Brenda Beardsley  Treasurer 

  Denise Shaffer   Director of Choirs 

  Marilyn Henry   Organist 

  Karen Polo   Secretary 

  Donna Howard     Director of Source of Success 
  Peggy Stein   Housekeeper 
  Steve Russ-Clar   Grounds Keeper 

The Session 

  Barbara Bird   Clerk 

  Lisa Morrill   Lent/Easter  

       Finance/Nominating Committee 

  Lisa Clark   Advent/Christmas Team 

  Brian Shaffer   Pentecost/Eastertide Team, Harvest Team 

      Property Committee 

  Valerie Connor   Summer Team 

  Wendy Ebersole   Epiphany Team, Personnel Committee 

  Brenda Beardsley 

  Jay Ward   Memorial & Endowment 

  Ron Blazejewski      

First Presbyterian Church of Caledonia 

3080 West Main Street 

Caledonia, NY 14423 

(585) 538-4555 

e-mail: caledoniafirstpc@frontiernet.net 

website:  caledoniafirstpc.com 
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